
How to choose an FM transmitter
in 5 steps.



Fix your transmitter reception woes with these tips

TheFMtransmissionis the fastestandeasiestwayto sendinformationto lots of peopleandit’sfor sure
the cheapestwayto communicate. However, to buildup a transmissionsystemit is importantnot onlyto
considerthe areato coverbut alsothe qualityof signalthat will rich the endusersandsometimesis not
easyto find out the bestconfiguration.



Rememberthat mostof the listenerswill receivethe signalin their cars and so theywill askto have
the best audio qualityexperience!

Let’sseethe mostimportantpoints to rememberwhenyouneedto choosean FM transmitter.



1) Decide what features to look for

Althoughmost FM transmittersare affordable, there are someimportant featuresthat you need to check
beforebuyingit: rememberthat mostof the timescheapersolutiongivesa poor listeningexperience.

Themost important featureis the audioinput: verify that the transmitterhasthe proper inputsaccordingto
the studioor audiosourceyouwill adopt. Manytimescustomersbuytransmitterswithout checkingthe input
connectors and this causesthe subsequentrequest of additional options to properly complete the
installation.



2)«Powerful» doesn’t mean «best»

«Powerful» doesn’tmean «best» : the audio quality is not only related to how much power
youwill useto sendthe signal.

Rememberthat 1000W transmitter + 2 dipolesgiveyou the same
coverageof 500W transmitter + 4 dipoles but the AC mains
consumption is half! Antennasare passiveelements and don’t
consumeACpower…

Theareayou needto covercouldbe wide and flat or you couldbe
interested in a city area full of buildings. Different environments
need different configurations: define first of all which is the area
you wish to reach and then ask the supplier to define the best
configurationandestimatedcoveragefor the same.



Sometimeswe wish to build our own station but could be
cleverto checkalreadyexistingavailablesolutions.

Verify if it is possibleto install your transmitter in an existing
station or to use an existing antenna system by simply
connectingyourdeviceto anFMcombinerandpaya loan.

Thiswould savetime to build up a tower, savemoney (the
tower hasvery high costs)and grant a better coverageusing
an antennasystemthat is alreadystructuredto get the best
coverage. Sharinga tower is often the bestwayto start if you
don’thavesomuchexperiencein this field!

3) Look for already existing solutions



4) Set the right frequency

If youdon’thave an assignedlicenseby the local
authority, make sure to buy a wide band agile
transmitter that will allow you to easilychangeits
frequencywithout openingit. Thiswill allow you to
avoidanyhiddenpossiblecost for future frequency
change.

If no licenseis required in your country, checkfor
somefreespacein the wholeFMband.



5) Try other frequencies to avoid interference

Evenif the frequencyyouchooseis emptyandavailable, this
doesn’tmeanthat you will not experienceany interference:
a powerful station could use a frequencythat is right next
door.

For example, there could be a nearby station using the
frequency 98.2 MHz that is so powerful to create
interferenceto yourstationat 98.3 MHz.

To avoid this type of negativeexperience, verify to havean
emptyspacewith at least200kHzaboveandbelow.



Turn-key solutions are the best

If all thesetips arenot enoughandyou feel still confusedabout the configurationto choose, askfor a turn-
keysolution: DBElettronicaandScreenFuturearealwaysat yourdisposalfor givingall necessaryadvicesto
planthe beststationandgiveyouall requiredequipmentto buildup yourcompletesystem.

No more troubles: turn-key isbetter thanDIY!



www.dbbroadcast.com www.screen.it


